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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 


General  B.  L.  Davis 
Commander  in  Chief 
Strategic  Air  Command 


Strategic  Air  Command  exists  to  deter  nuclear  war  ♦ 
and  to  preserve  peace  by  providing  ready,  flexible  and  T 
credible  strategic  offensive  forces  that  are  capable  of  ^ 
responding  decisively  to  any  attack  upon  the  freedom,  h 
security  and  vital  interests  of  the  United  States.  The 
effectiveness  of  this  deterrent  posture  is  founded  upon 
the  capability  of  the  people  who  operate,  maintain 
support  and  guard  our  weapon  systems.  SAC’s  critical 
mission  is  inseparable  from  the  dedicated  men  and 
women  who  provide  the  essential  vitality  to  our  deter- 
rent strength. 

Only  through  thorough,  constant  preparation  for 
war  can  we  hope  to  preclude  it  from  happening.  Yet, 
there  are  those  in  our  society  who  maintain  that  we  no 
longer  need  to  be  strong  because  we  are  at  peace.  That 
fallacy  ignores  the  simple  fact  that  we  are  at  peace  because 
we  have  been  and  are  strong. 

For  twenty-three  years,  SAC’s  ICBM  force  has  been 
the  centerpiece  of  our  deterrence.  Land  based  intercon- 
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tinental  ballistic  missiles  provide  us  with  an  assurance 
to  fight  decisively  against  any  inimical  nuclear  power, 
or  combination  of  powers.  It  is  a powerful,  highly  credible 
force  capability  — to  us,  to  our  allies  and  to  any  po- 
tential aggressor. 

SAC’s  Missile  Combat  Competition  is  a visible 
demonstration  of  our  capability  to  effectively  employ 
our  nuclear  strength  if  necessary.  It  also  allows  us,  in 
some  measure,  to  recognize  all  missile  team  personnel 
through  the  competitive  performance  of  the  “Best  of 
the  Best”  in  several  career  fields.  We  are  able  to  demon- 
strate for  all  the  world  to  see  that  our  ICBMs  represent  a 
hard  core,  capable  and  ready  force  of  interacting  people 
and  machines  — devoted  to  peace,  yet  always  ready 
for  war. 

The  growth  of  strategic  missilery  from  the  early  Atlas 
deployments  to  today’s  ICBM  force  is  an  exceptional 
example  of  human  and  technological  accomplishment. 
The  intricacies  of  the  propulsion,  guidance  and  warhead 
components  of  the  missile  itself;  the  complexity  of  the 
planning  which  makes  it  possible  to  safely  deploy  such 
a formidable  combat  system;  the  numerous  support 
elements  required  to  keep  it  on  constant  alert,  and  the 
skills  and  dedication  of  the  men  and  women  who  oper- 


ate and  maintain  our  operational  missiles  is  truly  a 
matter  of  pride. 

Today,  SAC’s  missile  teams  are  recognized  throughout 
the  Air  Force  and  the  nation  as  the  foundation  upon 
which  America’s  deterrent  strength  is  built.  The  demands 
placed  upon  these  teams  require  the  very  best  skills, 
knowledge  and  teamwork  our  people  can  muster.  In 
this  SAC  Missile  Combat  Competition  ’82,  we  will  be 
testing  and  evaluating  these  professional  qualities.  This 
is  your  time  to  show  your  mettle,  as  well  as  share  expe- 
riences and  competitive  evaluations  which  will  help 
improve  the  readiness,  responsiveness,  efficiency  and 
safety  of  today’s  ICBM  force. 

I am  confident  that  the  associations  and  experiences 
shared  during  this  year’s  competition  will  enhance  the 
superb  esprit  de  corps  of  SAC’s  missile  wings,  and  that 
the  skills  displayed  here  will  demonstrate  to  friends  and 
foes  alike  the  reliable  and  credible  capability  of  SAC’s 
ICBMs  and  the  exceptional  professional  skills  of  those 
who  operate  and  maintain  them.  I wish  for  each  of  you 
the  very  best  performance  possible  — and  the  satisfac- 
tion that  comes  from  knowing  that  you  play  a vital  role 
in  helping  to  secure  for  our  nation  — peace  with 
freedom.  Good  luck  to  every  one  of  you.  ★★★★ 
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Meet  the  Challenge 


Achievement  of  Professional  excellence  is  a noble 
and  personally  rewarding  experience.  Each  year  we  in 
SAC  hold  a Missile  Combat  Competition  to  recognize  a 
select  group  of  professionals  who  are  acknowledged 
experts  in  their  fields.  The  SAC  Missile  Combat  Com- 
petition, to  be  held  during  the  last  week  of  April  this 
year,  will  bring  together  those  men  and  women  recog- 
nized as  the  very  finest  from  our  ICBM  forces. 

This  year’s  competition  again  calls  upon  the  nine 
missile  wings  to  stake  their  claim  for  the  Blanchard 
Trophy  — symbol  of  the  Best  Missile  Wing  in  SAC.  The 
specific  tasks  change  yearly,  but  the  skills  being  evalu- 
ated do  not.  Operations,  Maintenance,  Communica- 
tions, Civil  Engineering,  and  Security  Police  are  the 
areas  in  which  the  wings  compete. 

Final  competitors  have  been  selected  through  in- 
tensive competitions  at  each  wing.  The  best  from  each 
wing  will  compete  against  counterparts  representing  the 
other  missile  wings.  The  goal,  “Best  of  the  Best,”  is  a 
distinction  not  easily  won.  Hard  work,  discipline,  con- 
tinuous practice,  review,  and  constantly  challenging  the 
procedures  are  necessary  for  success  in  this  pressure- 
packed  environment. 

Improved  technical  orders,  refined  operating  pro- 
cedures, increased  efficiency  and  precision,  and  en- 
hanced safety  are  some  of  the  benefits  we  derive  from 
the  competition.  Lessons  learned  in  today’s  weapon 
systems  are  incorporated  into  our  future  systems.  The 
people  who  will  use  these  new  systems  will  be  better 
prepared  because  they  will  need  only  to  improve,  not 
reinvent  the  “wheel.” 

Competition  increases  the  overall  capability  of  the 
individual  and  the  Command  to  perform  its  primary 
mission.  Each  year  the  competitors’  zeal  and  knowledge 
are  put  to  the  test.  All  are  better  for  the  experience.  The 
results  insure  that  “deterrence”  remains  viable,  and  the 
missile  leg  of  the  TRIAD  remains  the  vital  force  it  is. 
Competitors,  the  challenge  is  there.  Meet  the  challenge! 


LOUIS  C.  BUCKMAN,  Major  General,  USAF 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff,  Operations 


If  351st  Operations  Team;  2Lt  Michael  J.  Webb,  DMCCC, 
and  ILt  William  Lackermann,  Jr.,  MCCC. 
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Driving  for  Five  is  the  motto  of  the  1982  Whiteman 
AFB  team  that  is  striving  for  an  unprecedented  fifth 
victory  in  the  1982  Missile  Combat  Competition.  White- 
man  is  the  only  wing  to  have  won  the  Blanchard  Trophy 
four  times,  having  taken  the  “Best  in  Strategic  Air 
Command”  honors  last  year.  “Our  teams  have  been 
training  hard  and  are  really  working  for  another  victory 
this  year,”  said  Lt  Col  Lester  R.  Willey,  base  project 
officer. 

This  year’s  operations  teams  consist  of  ILt  William 
Lackermann,  Jr.,  MCCC,  who  competed  in  1981,  and 
2Lt  Michael  J.  Webb,  DMCCC;  Capt  Bradford  E.  Ward, 
MCCC,  and  ILt  Eric  H.  Peterson,  DMCCC;  and  alter- 
nate crewmembers  ILt  William  J.  Morrissey,  MCCC 
and  2Lt  James  G.  Johnson,  DMCCC.  “Operations 
training  teams  encountered  scenarios  which  were  used 
to  develop  and  refine  commandwide  procedures,”  said 
Lt  Col  Jack  A.  Royster,  Jr.,  project  officer  for  operations. 

Representing  the  communications  team  are  Sgt 
Edward  J.  Gaffney  and  AlC  David  C.  Barnes  of  the 
2154th  Communications  Squadron  “The  team  will  be 
using  five  pieces  of  test  equipment  to  align  the  transceiver 
to  meet  technical  order  specifications,”  said  2nd  Lt 
Harry  Opel,  project  officer  for  the  communications 
team.  “They  continue  to  perform  faster  and  more  accur- 
ately, demonstrating  their  confidence  and  desire  to  win.” 

Comprising  the  351st  Civil  Engineering  Squadron 
team  are  SrA  Carla  F.  Nimmo  and  Edward  K.  Lenz, 
both  of  the  water  treatment  branch.  Team  selection 
followed  the  evaluation  of  locally  conducted  exercises 
within  the  branch,  according  to  2Lt  Alan  R.  Andrysiak, 
project  officer.  “Team  training  included  the  study  of 
technical  data  as  well  as  working  constantly  with  the 
equipment  involved  in  the  competition,”  said  Lieutenant 
Andrysiak. 

Maintenance  teams  are  divided  into  four  separate 
categories:  periodic  maintenance,  pneudraulics,  electro- 
mechanical, and  munitions.  Members  of  the  periodic 
maintenance  team  are  TSgt  Michael  J.  Rohrer,  team 
chief;  Sgt  Gene  R.  Palop,  SrA  Ricky  Johnson  and 
AlC  Janice  E.  Braxton  and  Lisa  S.  McCorkle.  Repre- 
senting the  pneudraulics  team  are  SSgt  Joe  A.  Pina 
and  SrA  James  P.  Hunt.  While  the  members  of  the 
electro-mechanical  team  are  Sgt  Charles  E.  Mobley 
and  AlC  Russell  S.  Smith.  In  the  munitions  category, 
Whiteman  will  be  represented  by  Sgt  Jeffrey  C.  Shipman, 
team  chief;  and  AlC  Kris  R.  Gresser  and  William  C. 
Lamar,  team  members. 

“Last  year  we  went  with  the  intention  of  bringing 
home  the  Blanchard  Trophy.  We  did  that.  The  standard 

CONTINI  ED  NEXT  PAGE 


351st  Security  Police  Team:  SSgt  Michael  Moore;  Sgt 
Michael  Garcia;  Sgt  T roy  Davis;  and  SrA  Timothy  Williams. 


351st  Munitions  Team:  AlC  Kris  R.  Gresser;  AlC  William 
C.  Lamar;  Sgt  Jeffrey  C.  Shipman,  team  chief. 
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351st  Operations  Team:  Capt  Brad- 
ford E.Ward,  MCCC,  and  ILt  Eric 
H.  Peterson,  DMCCC. 


Wings  in  Comp  . . . 

hasn’t  changed  for  this  year.”  said  Maj  David  Cooley, 
project  officer  for  the  maintenance  teams. 

Security  police  competitors  are  SSgt  Michael  Moore. 
Sergeants  Michael  Garcia  and  Troy  Davis  and  SrA 
Timothy  Williams.  “Security  police  training  includes 
deployment,  covering  and  concealment,  assault  tactics 
and  base  of  fire,”  said  ILt  Benny  Bailey,  security  police  | 
project  officer.  “The  caliber  of  people  this  year  is  great.  I | 
think  we  have  a number  one  team,”  said  TSgt  Terry  i 
Lacaillade,  team  trainer. 

The  Whiteman  team,  as  winners  of  the  1981  com- 
petition, are  striving  to  keep  the  honor  of  “Best  in  SAC.” 
They  will,  as  will  all  other  competing  wings,  be  working 
to  set  high  standards  of  performance  in  the  competi- 
tion for  the  present  and  future. 


351st  Pneudraulics  Team:  SrA  James  P.  Hunt  and  SSgt  Joe 
A.  Pina. 


351st  Periodic  Maintenance  Team:  TSgt  Michael  J.  Rohrer, 
team  chief;  SrA  Ricky  M.  Johnson;  A1C  Lisa  S.  McCorkle; 
Sgt  Gene  R.  Palop;  and  A1C  Janice  E.  Braxton. 


351st  Civil  Engineering  Team:  Edward 
K.  Lenz  and  SrA  Carla  F.  Nimmo. 


Having  been  barely  edged  out  of  the  winner’s  circle 
last  year,  the  381st  Strategic  Missile  Wing  is  rolling  up 
its  sleeves  to  securetheir  best  finish  ever.  The“McConnell 
Machine,”  a three-time  champion  of  the  Strategic  Air 
Command  Missile  Combat  Competition,  has  several 
distinct  advantages  this  year  over  the  other  contenders, 
advantages  which  should  easily  produce  win  number 
four. 

The  wing  deputy  commander  for  operations  and  pilot  I 
of  the  McConnell  Machine  this  year  is  Col  Barry  M.  ' 
Teitler.  His  direct  experience  in  these  contests  as  well 
as  several  new  techniques  he  introduced,  greatly  en- 
hanced the  organization,  planning  and  morale  in  this 
year’s  preparation.  Recently  Col  Teitler  spoke  in  glowing 
terms  about  this  year’s  team.  “The  enthusiasm  and  skill 
of  all  the  teams  and  project  officers  is  very  high,”  he  said. 
“The  support  of  the  wing  staff  and  squadrons  is  stronger 
than  I’ve  ever  seen.” 
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381st  SMW  Operations:  SSgt  Albert  J.  Abbondanza,  MFT; 
Capt  Gordon  J.  Grieshaber;  MCCC;  2Lt  Bonnie  J. 
Schaefer,  DMCCC;  and  Sgt  John  A.  Schwartz,  MSAT. 


f 


381st  MIMS  Pneudraulics  Team:  A1C  Christopher  Gutier- 
rez, and  SSgt  Larry  R.  Ross. 


Most  of  the  training  officers  and  NCOs  have  pre- 
viously participated,  and  often  won,  at  Vandenberg, 
and  are  using  many  new  approaches  that  should  give 
McConnell  an  even  greater  edge  in  this  competition. 
For  instance,  this  will  be  the  first  year  that  the  combat 
crews  will  have  a dedicated  Emergency  War  Order  in- 
structor for  their  preparation.  “We  now  have  the  best 
EWO  training  officer  I’ve  ever  seen  in  my  five  years  of 
association  with  the  competition,”  Col  Teitler  stated. 

The  operations  team  has  many  members  who  have 
competed  under  fire  before.  Crew  S-099  consists  of  Capt 
Gordon  J.  Grieshaber,  commander;  ILt  Bonnie  J. 
Schaefer,  deputy  commander;  Sgt  John  A.  Schwartz, 
missile  systems  analyst  technician  and  SSgt  Albert  J. 
Abbondanza,  missile  facilities  technician. 

Combat  crew  S-199  consists  of  Capt  Rudy  E. 
Esquivel,  commander;  ILt  Robert  W.  Pritchard,  deputy 
commander;  MSgt  Delman  B.  Colford,  missile  systems 
analyst  technician  and  SSgt  Gary  M.  Hansen,  missile 
facilities  technician. 

The  training  crew,  S-198,  consists  of  Capt  John  J. 
Fraser,  commander;  ILt  David  K.  Schiller,  deputy 
commander;  TSgt.  Lynn  A.  Matejka,  missile  systems 
analyst  technician  and  SSgt  Gerald  P.  Singleton,  missile 
facilities  technician. 


There  are  only  two  rookies  on  this  team.  One  of  this 
year’s  newcomers,  Lieutenant  Schaefer,  an  Air  Force 
Academy  graduate  and  the  deputy  from  the  senior 
standboard  crew,  will  be  the  first  woman  officer 
to  ever  compete.  Sgt  Schwartz,  also  competing  for  the 
first  time,  is  not  new  to  the  competition  since  he  was  on 
the  training  crew  in  1981. 

The  maintenance  teams  are  doing  everything  possible 
to  get  increased  daily  exposure  to  their  scored  tasks. 
Many  maintenance  tasks  at  this  year’s  competition 
will  be  presented  for  the  first  time. 

The  pneudraulics  maintenance  team  will  be  trouble- 
shooting the  HS-3  blast  door  system.  Members  are 
SSgt  Larry  Ross,  team  chief;  A 1 C Christopher  Gutierrez; 
AIC  Donnis  Ball,  alternate  and  SMSgt  Charles  Pope, 
coach.  They  are  making  extensive  use  of  hydraulic/ 
electrical  schematics,  test  equipment,  current  applied 
technical  data,  and  every  known  technique  for  system 
maintenance.  Team  member  Airman  Gutierrez  said, 
“Our  training  seems  more  intense  than  ever.  My  team 
chief  was  in  the  competition  last  year  — this  really  helps 
since  we  will  have  a new  task  this  year.” 

The  facilities  maintenance  team  is  intimately  familiar 
with  the  missile  silo  elevator  system.  All  but  one  of  their 
members  are  competition  veterans  including  coach  MSgt 
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3155th  Communication  Squadron  team  members:  Sgt 
Mark  R.  Crandall,  and  SSgt  Duane  A.  Grother. 


381st  MIMS  Facility  Maintenance  team  members:  AIC 
Thomas  E.  McComisky,  and  SSgt  Rex  A.  McDowell. 


A Look  Behind  the  Scenes 


Capt  Robert  E.  Wood 
3901st  SMES 
Capt  Arthur  E.  Baer 
4315th  CCTS 


For  the  fifteenth  year,  it’s  time  for  the  best 
missile  combat  crews,  security  police,  and 
maintenance  teams  from  each  of  SAC’s  nine 
strategic  missile  wings  to  converge  upon  Vanden- 
berg  AFB  for  the  SAC  Missile  Combat  Competi- 
tion. This  year  the  competition  will  have  four 
major  goals: 

• ReHne,  where  possible,  present  procedures 
and  techniques. 

• Promote  an  exchange  of  professional  infor- 
mation between  personnel  from  all  SAC 
missile  units  and  participating  non-SAC 
agencies. 

• Increase  recognition  of  outstanding  per- 
sonnel. 

• Enhance  esprit  de  corps  throughout  the 
SAC  missile  force. 

Colonel  Richard  W.  Schoonmaker,  3901st 
SMES,  serves  as  competition  commander  and 
insures  all  competition  goals  are  attained.  The 
3901st  closely  monitors  the  competition  so  that 
all  competitors  receive  an  absolutely  fair  evaluation 
that  reflects  their  performance  and  proficiency 
during  each  exercise.  They  also  conduct  the  opening 
ceremonies  during  which  the  six  Minuteman  and 
three  Titan  strategic  missile  wing  commanders  draw 
sealed  envelopes  that  determine  the  competition 
schedule  for  each  unit. 

As  with  the  previous  competitions,  the  1st 
Strategic  Aerospace  Division  hosts  competition 
activities  and  will  provide  necessary  facilities. 


personnel  and  equipment.  Additional  Headquar- 
ters SAC  personnel  and  resources  will  be  called 
upon  as  necessary  to  aid  in  the  evaluation  of  security 
police,  communications  and  civil  engineering 
teams. 

The  competition  is  a culmination  of  months  of 
study,  exhaustive  training  and  diligent  preparation 
on  the  part  of  the  competitors.  Yet,  behind  the 
scenes  and  out  of  the  spotlight  is  another  group  of 
people  who  have  worked  just  as  hard  and  just  as 
long  as  the  combat  crews,  maintenance  technicians, 
and  security  police  who  will  be  competing.  Without 
the  preparation  and  efforts  of  the  personnel  of  the 
3901st  Strategic  Missile  Evaluation  Squadron 
and  the  4315th  Combat  Crew  Training  Squadron, 
the  participants  of  the  competition  would  not 
have  the  opportunity  to  “show  their  stuff.” 

The  4315th  Combat  Crew  Training  Squadron, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Charles  H.  Greenley, 
temporarily  shifts  from  its  primary  mission  and 
focuses  upon  supporting  the  competition.  The  unique 
mission  of  the  4315  CCTS  — training  SAC’s  pros- 
pective missile  combat  crew  members  — makes  it 
ideally  suited  to  play  a key  role  in  the  combat 
crew  phase  of  the  competition.  Early  last  year, 
4315  CCTS  personnel  coordinated  with  HQ  SAC 
and  AFMPC  to  structure  the  crew  member 
initial  qualification  training  schedule  to  insure 
the  missile  procedures  trainers  would  be  available 
for  the  competition.  The  11  MPTs  — four  Com- 
mand Data  Buffer;  two  Minuteman  II  Command 
Data  Buffer;  two  Improved  Launch  Control  Sys- 
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tern,  two  Minuteman  Modernized,  and  one  Titan 
II  — will  be  used  extensively  during  the  operations 
exercises,  and  will  require  the  4315  CCTS  main- 
tenance technicians  to  devote  over  1000  hours  to 
ensure  maximum  performance.  The  electronic 
sophistication  of  the  MPTs  will  require  the  utmost 
in  proficiency  and  professional  care  from  these 
technicians  to  keep  sometimes  temperamental 
circuits  operational  so  that  each  trainer  functions 
perfectly  during  the  competition. 

3901  SMES  evaluators  have  also  been  busy 
developing  the  comprehensive  exercise  scenarios 
that  will  test  competing  crew  members’  knowledge, 
proficiency,  coordination,  and  resourcefulness 
in  recognizing  and  solving  problems.  A great 
deal  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  developing  exer- 
cises which  will  challenge  even  the  most  skilled 
competitor.  Competing  crews  will  face  more  ab- 
normal situations  in  two  hours  than  they  would 
expect  to  encounter  in  years  of  alert  duty.  In  the 
MPT  alone,  3901  SMES  and  4315  CCTS  per- 
sonnel have  spent  over  800  hours  rehearsing  the 
competition  exercises,  documenting  performance 
deviations,  and  insuring  the  scenarios  are  techni- 
cally accurate. 

A month  prior  to  the  competition,  all  procedures 
and  equipment  are  “fine  tuned”  and  the  final 
preparations  made.  Practice  runs  of  the  scripts  are 
conducted  time  and  time  again.  Crews  comprised 
of  4315th  instructors  “dry  run”  the  scripts  under 
competitive  rules  to  hone  the  skills  of  the  MPT 
operators  and  the  3901st  evaluators.  Simultaneous- 


ly, the  MPTs  are  again  scrutinized  for  any  “bugs” 
in  their  systems. 

The  competition’s  scoring  committee,  made 
up  of  personnel  from  the  3901  SMES  and  HQ 
SAC,  validate  the  results  of  each  day’s  exercises 
and  compile  individual  and  team  standings  in 
preparation  for  each  evening’s  highly  spirited 
score  posting.  On  the  evening  of  the  final  day  of 
competition,  the  scoring  committee’s  last  tabula- 
tions will  indicate  how  many  of  the  possible  3000 
points  were  accumulated  by  each  wing  and  which 
wing  will  take  possession  of  the  coveted  Blanchard 
Trophy.  This  symbol  of  dedication  and  proficiency 
— named  after  General  William  H.  Blanchard, 
the  late  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Air  Force  — 
carries  with  it  rights  to  the  boast,  “Best  missile 
wing  in  SAC.” 

With  the  awards  ceremony  comes  the  con- 
clusion of  the  annual  competition  and  the  begin- 
ning of  next  year’s  preparations.  Wing  representa- 
tives return  to  their  units  and  share  their  experi- 
ences. After  the  last  competitor  and  distinguished 
visitor  have  left,  competition  work  will  still  continue 
for  the  3901  SMES.  The  competition  report  must  be 
compiled  summarizing  exercise  schedules,  final 
standings,  team  compositions,  and  suggestions 
for  improving  the  operation  and  maintenance  of 
SAC’s  missile  force.  Following  publication  of  this 
report,  personnel  of  the  3901  SMES,  1 STRAD 
and  Headquarters  SAC  will  begin  applying  the 
lessons  learned  to  make  next  year’s  SAC  Missile 
Combat  Competition  better  than  the  first  15. 
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381st  Security  Police  competition  team:  A1 C Walter 
R.  Ryan,  SrA  David  A.  Schnoor,  SSgt  Richard  B. 
Sands  and  SrA  Douglas  C.  Turnmire. 


381st  SMW  Operations  Crew:  Capt  Rudy  E. 
Esquivel,  MCCC;  ILt  Robert  W.  Pritchard,  DMCCC; 
SSgt  Gary  M.  Hansen,  MFT  and  MSgt  Delman  B. 
Colford,  MSAT. 


Wings  in  Comp  . . . 

Earnest  Fugate,  who  was  formerly  a competition 
evaluator.  The  team  consists  of  SSgt  Rex  McDowell, 
team  chief;  AlC  Thomas  McComisky;  SSgt  William 
Bock,  alternate  and  Sergeant  Fugate,  coach. 

The  electronics  laboratory  team  has  an  operational 
complex  battery  power  supply  (BPS)  in  their  shop. 
This  allows  them  more  hands-on  training  time  instead 
of  spending  it  traveling  to  and  from  a missile  complex. 
Members  are  Sgt  Frank  Scharfenstine,  team  chief; 
Sgt  Christopher  James,  AlC  Charles  Horton,  alternate 
and  SMSgt  James  Newton,  coach.  Sergeant  Newton,  a 
three-time  veteran  of  competition  coaching,  stated,  “Our 
people  are  all  new  this  year  but  having  a BPS  in  the  shop 
gives  them  a great  advantage.” 

For  the  first  time,  the  munitions  maintenance  team 
will  have  to  install  and  remove  a training  warhead  from 
a reentry  vehicle  shell  using  full  maintenance  ground 
equipment  and  an  overhead  crane.  Its  members  are 
TSgt  Fred  Tickle,  team  chief;  SSgt  Carl  Melsness;  Sgt 
Darnell  Jefferson;  Sgt  Kenneth  Kimble;  AlC  Darnell 
Newby;  Sgt  Keith  Stupasky,  alternate  and  MSgt  Richard 
Crossland,  coach.  Sergeant  Crossland  said,  “This  is,  by 
far,  the  most  knowledgeable,  most  experienced  team 
we’ve  ever  sent  out.” 

As  in  last  year’s  competition,  the  communications 
team,  led  by  SSgt  Duane  Grothe,  will  be  dealing  with 
the  high  frequency  single  sideband  radio  unit.  Team 
member  Sgt  Mark  Crandall,  a veteran  of  last  year’s 
competition  feels  that  the  experience  gained  will  aid 
immeasurably  this  time  around.  The  trainers,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Gibson  and  Mr.  George  Dhority,  indicated  that  this 
year’s  team  has  far  surpassed  those  of  previous  years 


and  expect  nothing  but  the  best  this  time.  Last  year 
they  missed  first  place  by  one  point. 

The  civil  engineering  team  will  disassemble,  inspect, 
recondition  and  reassemble  a Trane  water  chiller  com- 
pressor — a task  more  difficult  than  rebuilding  an  auto- 
mobile engine.  This  year’s  competitors  are  Mr.  Robert 
Ragsdale,  refrigeration;  SSgt  Edward  Rutherford, 
missile  quality  control;  AlC  Joel  Hartke,  alternate; 
MSgt  Charles  Frazier,  coach  and  TSgt  Michael  Calla- 
han, coach.  With  nine  years  of  Titan  II  experience,  Mr. 
Ragsdale  competed  in  1977  and  1979,  winning  first  place 
in  1979.  Both  Sergeants  Frazier  and  Callahan  feel  that 
their  competitors  are  now  at  the  peak  of  their  ability.  Lt 
Col  Nicholas  A.  Scambilis,  the  381st  Civil  Engineering 
Squadron  commander,  stated,  “This  competition  gives  us 
a chance  to  show  all  of  SAC  that  we’re  still  the  best.” 

The  highly  responsive  security  police  team  will  again 
use  the  new  laser  attachment  to  their  weapons  to  insure 
better  confirmation  of  “kills”.  The  team  consists  of  SSgt 
Richard  Sands,  leader;  AlC  Walter  Bryan,  machine 
gunner;  SrA  Doug  Turnmire,  assistant  machine  gunner, 
rifleman;  SrA  David  Schnoor,  rifleman  and  SrA  William 
Slinger,  alternate.  This  year,  their  intense  combat  train- 
ing is  geared  to  potential  real-world  situations.  First, 
they  will  defend  a priority  resource  from  terrorist  attack 
and  then  they  must  retake  a priority  resource  that  has 
been  captured  by  a terrorist  group.  Their  project  officer, 
2Lt  Phillipp  Bedwell  commented,  “All  of  them  are  self- 
motivated,  very  talented  individuals  who  are  giving  their 
all  to  training.  I expect  them  to  come  back  with  the 
trophy  for  the  ‘Best  Security  Police  team  in  SAC’.” 


381st  MIMS  Electronics  Team:  Sgt  Frank  Scharfen- 
stine, and  Sgt  Christopher  James. 


381st  CE  Team  competitors:  Robert  J.  Ragsdale 
and  SSgt  Edward  Rutherford. 
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“We’re  ready  to  bring  the  Blanchard  Trophy  back 
to  Malmstrom  where  it  belongs,”  says  Col  Dennis  M. 
Heitkamp,  341st  Strategic  Missile  Wing  commander. 
“The  Big  Sky  Wranglers  are  ready.” 

And,  those  confident  words  were  echoed  throughout 
the  various  functions  representing  Malmstrom  at  Van- 
denberg  AFB  this  year.  “We’ve  sharpened  our  skills 
so  that  we  can  cut  the  competition  down  to  size,”  said 
Col  Arlen  “Dirk”  Jameson,  deputy  commander  for 
operations.  “We  started  back  in  September  with 
detailed  planning  and  preparation.  Now  it’s  a matter 
of  showing  our  stuff  at  the  right  time  ...  on  the  friendly 
fields  of  strife.” 

Representing  the  341st  on  the  operations  side  are 
Capt  Donald  R.  Cloer  Jr.,  missile  combat  commander, 
and  ILt  Donald  K.  Minner,  deputy  commander.  They 
will  compete  in  the  Improved  Launch  Control  System. 
In  the  Command  Data  Buffer  System,  ILt  Michael  G. 
Glaspy  is  the  missile  combat  commander  and  1 Lt  Steven 
L.  Topper  is  his  deputy. 

“These  guys  truly  excelled  in  some  of  the  most  eye- 
watering tests  of  weapon  system  knowledge  and  profi- 
ciency you  have  ever  seen,”  Colonel  Jameson  added. 
“They  are  ready.” 

Deputy  Commander  for  Maintenance  Col  Thomas 
Mulligan  is  equally  optimistic  about  his  four  teams 
of  maintenance  experts. 
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341st  SMW  Operations  Team:  ILt  Donald 
K.  Minner,  deputy  commander,  and  Capt 
Donald  R.  Cloer,  Jr.,  commander. 


341st  SMW  Periodic  Maintenance  Team:  SSgt  Cathy 
L.  Sigmon,  SrA  Mark  A.  Wagner,  SSgt  Michael  D.  Evans, 
team  members;  SrA  Michael  A.  Valdez,  alternate  team 
member,  SrA  Kelly  S.  Carroll  team  member  and  SSgt 
Michael  R.  Nowacki,  team  chief. 


341st  SMW  Security  Police  Team:  SSgt  Larry  T.  Harding, 
flight  leader;  A1C  Greg  M.  Laue,  assistant  M-60;  SrA  Grady 
E.  Smith,  M-60;  and  Sgt  Clinton  L.  Allen,  assistant  flight 
leader. 


341st  SMW  Operations  Team:  1Lt  Steven  L.  Topper, 
deputy  commander  and  ILt  Michael  G.  Giaspy, 
commander. 


341st  SMW  Communications  Team:  SSgt  Ronald  L 
Elms,  team  chief,  and  Sgt  Marshal  H.  Stoneman, 
team  member. 


ftRASS! 


341st  SMW  Electro-Mechanical  Team:  Sgt  James  R. 
Rogers,  team  chief  and  Sgt  John  K.  Dewitt,  team 
member. 


Wings  in  Comp  . . . 

“These  are  the  people  with  the  grease  under  their 
fingernails.  They  are  the  select  of  our  maintenance 
force,”  he  said.  “They  know  they  have  a tremendous 
winning  track  record  to  maintain  at  Vandenberg  and  we 
couldn’t  be  more  confident  that  they  will  win  it  all  this 
year.” 

In  Munitions  Maintenance,  members  are  SSgt  Don  W. 
Watson,  team  chief,  AlC  Kurt  L.  Nyhoff  and  AlC 
Joseph  J.  Toppi. 

Periodic  Maintenance  Team  members  are  SSgt  Mi- 
chael R.  Nowacki,  team  chief,  SSgt  Cathy  L.  Sigmon, 
SSgt  Michael  D.  Evans,  SrA  Mark  A.  Wagner  and 
SrA  Kelly  S.  Carroll. 

TSgt  Dennis  G.  Hall,  team  chief,  and  SSgt  Joseph  E. 
Thornell  make  up  the  Pneudraulics  Maintenance  Team. 

Col  Robert  A.  Swing,  commander  of  the  341st  Security 
Police  Group  believes  his  cops  “have  the  right  stuff  to 
bring  home  the  silver.” 


341st  SMW  Pneudraulics  Maintenance  Team: 
Dennis  G.  Hall,  team  chief;  and  SSgt  Joseph  E. 
Thornell,  team  member. 


“One  of  the  keys  to  our  training  is  flexibility,”  he 
explained.  “Much  of  the  competition  requires  reaction 
. . . instant  decision  making  . . . because  of  the  wide 
range  of  scenarios.  Some  people  can  handle  that  and 
some  can’t.  These  guys  can.  That’s  why  they  were 
selected.” 

Flight  leader  for  the  team  is  SSgt  Larry  T.  Harding. 
His  assistant  is  Sgt  Clinton  L.  Allen.  Handling  the  M-60 
machine  gun  is  SrA  Grady  E.  Smith.  AlC  Greg  M. 
Laue  rounds  out  the  team  as  Airman  Smith’s  assistant. 

Malmstrom’s  Civil  Engineering  Team  has  “worked 
long  and  hard  to  refine  their  already  top  notch  skills,” 
according  to  Lt  Col  R.  E.  Boyer,  commander  of  the 
341st  Civil  Engineering  Squadron.  “We  were  the 
winners  last  year  and  we’re  going  to  keep  a good  thing 
going.  The  team’s  motto  is  simple.  We’re  not  only  going 
to  win,  we’re  going  to  set  the  record.” 

Team  members  are  SSgt  Frederick  E.  Eckstein,  team 
chief,  and  AlC  David  E.  Wendle. 

Lt  Col  Barron  Keller,  2153rd  Communications  Squad- 
ron commander,  is  overwhelmingly  confident  about 
his  team,  SSgt  Ronald  L.  Elms,  team  chief,  and  Sgt 
Marshal  H.  Stoneman. 

“We  want  the  silver  and  we  want  it  bad.  There  are 
200  ‘electrons’  in  that  trophy  and  we’re  going  to  capture 
all  of  them,”  Colonel  Keller  said.  “As  far  as  I’m  con- 
cerned, Ron  and  Stoney  are  about  the  finest  couple  of 
expert  guys  you  can  find.  I know  they’re  ready.” 
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Capt  Darphaus  Mitchell  and  ILt  Gerard  Kuchinsky, 
321sl  SMW  Crew  S-001. 


The  321st  SMW,  Grand  Forks  AFB  and  their  missile 
comp  teams  are  ready  for  the  annual  competition  at 
Vandenberg  AFB.  Reflecting  the  attitude  that  the  com- 
petition is  actually  won  at  the  base  during  preparation 
and  training  this  year’s  Grand  Forks  team  has  undergone 
the  stiffest  precompetition  selection  and  training  in 
years.  Twenty-four  of  the  best  from  the  321st  SMW, 
319th  BMW,  and  2152nd  Comm  Sq.  are  dedicated  to 
bringing  the  Blanchard  back  home  to  the  Sunflake  City 
where  it  found  a home  in  1969  and  1974! 

Specialized  training  to  support  the  ’82  competition 
began  early  following  the  selection  of  the  team  members. 
Maj  Gary  Nelson,  SAC  Missile  Combat  Competition 
project  officer  for  the  321st  SMW,  and  individual  project 
staff  officers  for  the  Missile  Operations,  Missile  Main- 
tenance, Communications,  Munitions,  Security  Police, 
and  Civil  Engineering  teams  spent  three  months  pre- 
paring their  competitors  for  the  showdown  at  Van- 
denberg. 

For  1982,  the  competition  will  focus  on  testing  the  skill, 
knowledge  and  professional  expertise  of  the  participants 
while  they  perform  in  their  specified  task  areas.  Work- 
ing as  a team,  each  individual  contestant  will  be  under 
the  watchful  eyes  of  the  evaluators  and  the  pressure  of 
the  clock  as  they  attempt  to  isolate  equipment  malfunc- 
tions and  troubleshoot  the  necessary  repairs. 


In  line  with  their  goal,  training  and  preparation  sched- 
ules for  Grand  Fork’s  best  have  combined  classroom 
training,  hands-on  training,  crossfeed  visits  and 
physical  training.  They  are  out  to  prove  that  if  two 
wins  are  good  — then  three  is  better. 

Fighting  their  way  through  an  initial  field  of  180 
applicants  and  an  arduous  selection  process,  four  crew- 
members representing  321st  SMW  Operations  firmly 
believe  they’ve  won  their  Best  Operation  trophy  and 
will  be  at  Vandenberg  to  prove  their  point  and  bring  it 
home.  Capt  Darphaus  L.  Mitchell  will  command  crew 
S-001  with  ILt  Gerard  W.  Kuchinsky  as  deputy.  Crew 
S-002  is  commanded  by  ILt  Joseph  S.  Downs  with  ILt 
John  M.  Faulkner  as  the  deputy. 

Still  feeling  the  pressure  from  their  stiff  selection 
process,  and  promising  to  do  the  321st  SMW  Field 
Missile  Maintenance  and  Organizational  Missile 
Maintenance  Squadrons  justice  and  return  with  the 
best  Maintenance  Trophy,  are  the  best  in  the  maintenance 
business.  The  Electo-Mechanical  Team  consists  of  SSgt 
James  S.  Aldrich,  HI,  team  chief,  a return  competitor 
and  AIC  George  C.  Crespo,  team  member.  SSgt 
Lawrence  R.  Beatty  is  the  team  chief  for  the  Periodic 
Maintenance  Team  and  has  SSgt  Edward  L.  Logan, 
SSgt  Jeffrey  W.  Schleidt,  SrA  Rock  L.  Rayl  and  AIC 
Michael  L.  McDonald  as  team  members.  Rounding  out 
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321st  SMW  EMT  member,  AIC  George  Crespo  and 
SSgt  James  Aldrich,  III,  team  chief. 


319th  BMW  Munitions  Team,  SSgt  Joseph  Russell, 
team  chief;  AIC  Mark  Blanchard  and  AIC  Roger 
Jacobsen,  team  members. 


SSgt  Jaymes  Allen  and  SSgt  Robert  Selden  of 
the  2152d  Comm  Team  at  Grand  Forks  AFB. 


Wings  in  Comp  . . . 


321st  SMW  Civil  Engineering  team  members,  A1C 
Robert  Gonzalez  and  Amn  Gary  Gentz. 


the  maintenance  side  is  the  Pneudraulics  Team  headed 
by  Sgt  Raymond  J.  Barrett  with  AlC  Allan  W.  Teets 
as  the  team  member. 

Civil  Engineering  Team  members  for  this  year’s 
competition  are  AlC  Robert  Gonzalez  and  Amn  Gary 
A.  Gentz.  They  will  be  putting  forth  their  best  efforts 
with  confidence.  AlC  Gonzalez  is  a return  competitor. 
Also,  keeping  the  lines  of  communication  open  at  Grand 
Forks  and  ready  to  broadcast  home  the  message  of  their 
success  from  the  2152nd  Communications  Squadron  are 
SSgt  Robert  J.  Selden  and  SSgt  Jaymes  E.  Allen. 

This  year’s  representatives  from  the  319th  BMW 


Munitions  Maintenance  Squadron  are  Team  Chief, 
SSgt  Joseph  E.  Russell,  and  team  members  AlC  Mark 
D.  Blanchard  and  AlC  Roger  D.  Jacobsen. 

The  battle  field  is  set  and  the  tactical  options  planned 
for  the  321st  Security  Police  Group  team.  They  explain 
that  they’ve  heard  rumors  that  the  Best  Security 
Police  Trophy  is  homesick  for  Grand  Forks  and  have 
their  plans  drawn  up  for  a frontal  attack  to  bring  it 
home.  SSgt  Michael  T.  Crawford  will  head  the  attack 
as  team  chief  Sgt  Douglas  R.  Alexander  will  serve  as  the 
assistant  team  chief  working  with  team  members  SrA 
James  F.  McNally  and  AlC  Jeffery  L.  Johnson. 


The  44th  SMW,  Ellsworth,  is  steeled  with  determina- 
tion that  the  Blanchard  Trophy  that  narrowly  eluded 
us  last  year  will  soon  come  to  rest  in  Rapid  City. 

This  year’s  Operations  crews  exhibit  the  enthusiasm 
common  to  everyone  in  the  wing.  The  crews,  all  first 
lieutenants,  include  S-084  made  up  of  ILt  Roger  W. 
Burg,  commander,  and  ILt  Michael  D.  McDowell, 
deputy;  and  S- 1 95  with  1 Lt  Ken  B.  Baier  with  1 Lt  Steven 
R.  Prebeck  as  his  deputy. 

Security  Police  is  sending  an  exuberant  team  of  four 
young,  aggressive  policemen,  including  two  members 
who  were  part  of  last  year’s  group.  Sgt  Michael  O. 
Cloud  is  the  Team  Leader  for  the  44th’s  contingent  that 
also  includes  Sgt  James  Gorka  from  last  year,  and 
new  members  SrA  Mark  P.  Koch  and  Sgt  Robert  S. 
Rush. 


44th  SMW  Operations  Crew:  ILt  Steven  R.  Prebeck, 
DMCCC,  and  ILt  Ken  B.  Baier,  MCCC. 


44th  SMW  Security  Police  Team:  SrA  Mark  P.  Koch,  COMBAT  CREW 

rifleman;  Sgt  James  Gorka,  machine  gunner;  Sgt 
Michael  O.  Cloud,  team  leader;  and  Sgt  Robert  S. 

Rush,  rifleman. 


44th  SMW  Operations  Crew:  1Lt  Roger  W.  Burg, 
MCCC,  and  1Lt  Michael  D.  McDowell,  DMCCC. 


44th  SMW  Periodic  Maintenance  Team:  SrA  Ronald 
J.  Morris;  TSgt  Arthur  Avant;  SSgt  Randy  Bury, 
team  chief;  Sgt  Lee  Strunk;  and  SSgt  Harold 
Blalock. 


The  2I48th  Communications  Squadron  is  confident 
when  they  tell  SrA  Robert  Hayden  and  SrA  Tyler  Peel 
to  go  forth  and  bring  back  the  coveted  “Best  in  SAC” 
award  to  the  2148th  and  the  wing. 

As  with  other  teams  that  return  previous  competitors 
or  alternates,  the  Munitions  Maintenance  team  has 
that  intangible  factor  of  experience  in  their  favor.  SSgt 
Ward  Evans  is  the  team  chief  for  the  group  that  also 
names  Sgt  Michael  Skundberg  and  SrA  Laurie  Trescott 
as  members. 

Mr.  Arnold  Gust,  a winner  from  1979,  and  AlC  Paul 
Rheault,  alternate  from  last  year  and  team  chief  this 
time,  anchor  the  Civil  Engineering  effort  this  year. 

The  1982  challenge  for  the  44th’s  Maintenance 
branch  will  be  directed  to  three  areas  including  Pneu- 
draulics,  represented  by  AlC  Scott  Hadlock,  team 
chief,  and  Amn  Timothy  Scott;  the  Electro-Mechanical 
pair  that  is  made  up  of  SrA  Richard  Schwartz,  team 
chief,  and  AlC  Charles  Hatch;  and  the  Periodic  Main- 
tenance team,  comprised  of  Team  Chief  SSgt  Randy 
Bury,  TSgt  Arthur  Avant,  SSgt  Harold  Blalock,  Sgt 
Lee  Strunk  and  SrA  Ronald  J.  Morris. 

The  wing  has  every  reason  to  feel  perched  on  the 
brink  of  victory  with  the  talent  that  will  be  exhibited  at 
Vandenberg  this  year. 
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44th  SMW  Civil  Engineering  Team:  Arnold  Gustand 
A1C  Paul  Rheault,  team  chief. 


44th  SMW  Pneudraulics  Team:  A1C  Scott  Hadlock, 
team  chief;  and  Amn  Timothy  Scott. 


44th  SMW  Munitions  Maintenance  team:  SrA  Laurie 
Trescott;  SSgt  Ward  Evans,  team  chief;  and  Sgt 
Michael  Skundberg. 


390th  SMW  Operations  Crew:  Capt  John  Graham, 
MCCC;  2Lt  Larry  Arnold,  DMCCC;  TSgt  Richard 
Webb,  BMAT;  and  SSgt  Richard  Parman,  BMFT. 


390th  SMW  Civil  Engineering  team:  Sgt  Larry 
Hardeman,  team  member,  and  Ben  Espinoza,  team 
chief. 


Wings  in  Comp  . . . 

390th  Strategic  Missile  Wing.  In  ages  past,  the  assail- 
ants of  the  city  of  Troy  ceased  their  struggle  for  the 
prize  and  began  months  of  intense  activity  in  the  forests 
bordering  the  walls.  One  morning  the  city  inhabitants 
awakened  to  find  a huge  wooden  horse  outside  the 
gates  and  no  attackers;  they  seemingly  had  given  up  the 
fight  and  sailed  away.  As  history  records  it,  the  horse 
was  accepted  as  a gift  when  in  reality  it  was  a new  form 
of  assault.  The  new  Greek  strategy  was  subtle  and  ex- 
tremely successful.  The  390th  Strategic  Missile  Wing 
also  believes  in  a subtle  winning  approach.  The  approach 
was  apparent  in  1979  and  will  be  again. 

For  many  months,  the  joint  command  team  consisting 
of  390  SMW  Operations  and  Maintenance,  plus  the 
outstanding  additions  of  836th  Combat  Support  Group 
(CSG)  Security  Police  (TAC),  836  CSG  Civil  Engineer- 
ing (TAC),  and  the  390th  Communications  Squadron 
(AFCC),  have  quietly  worked,  trained,  and  refined 
procedures  toward  the  goal  of  winning  a most  valuable 
prize,  the  “Blanchard  Trophy.” 

The  Operations  side  of  the  390th  SMW  will  field  two 
missile  combat  crews  in  this  year’s  competition:  Crew 
S-001  is  commanded  by  Captain  John  Graham.  His 
Deputy  Missile  Combat  Crew  Commander  is  2Lt  Larry 
Arnold.  TSgt  Richard  Webb  is  the  BMAT  and  SSgt 
Richard  Parman  is  the  BMFT.  Captain  Brian  “Buck” 
Rogers  is  leading  the  other  half  of  the  Ops  team  with 
Crew  S-101.  The  DMCCC  of  S-101  is  ILt  Jonathan 
Anderson.  TSgt  James  T.  Dunn  is  the  BMAT  and 
SSgt  James  Paulus  the  BMFT.  Between  the  two  crews, 
there  is  over  six  years  of  previous  missile  competition 
experience. 

Maintenance  teams  for  the  390th  are  a mixed  force 
of  former  competitors  and  first  timers  who  are  training 
hard  toward  the  goal  of  bringing  back  that  big  silver 
trophy!  Our  Facility  Electric  team  consists  of  two  first 
timers;  SSgt  Nicholas  Bacon  and  SrA  James  McGuire. 


390th  SMW  FAC  ELEC  team:  SSgt  Nicholas  Bacon, 
team  chief;  SrA  James  McGuire,  team  member. 


390th  SMW  Munitions  Team:  Sgt  William  F.  Sahii 
hage  and  Amn  James  D.  Smith,  team  members; 
Ronald  E.  Fisher,  team  chief;  SrA  Ernest  L. 
and  A1C  David  W.  Dixon,  team  members. 


I E-Lab  is  represented  by  Sgt  (soon  to  be  SSgt)  Michael 
Judd  and  Sgt  Randy  McClamrock.  Pneudraulics  is 
headed  by  SSgt  Everett  Crowl  and  supported  by  Sgt 
Jesus  Arrieta.  Rounding  out  390th  Maintenance  is 
Munitions  (One  of  the  most  experienced  teams  with  a 
combined  total  of  seven  years  of  missile  competition 
participation).  SSgt  Ronald  Fisher  is  Munitions  Team 
Chief  and  he  is  supported  by  Sgt  William  Sahrhage, 
Sr  A Ernest  Berg,  A 1C  David  Dixon,  and  A 1C  Kevin  D. 
I Elliott.  SSgt  Fisher  and  SrA  Berg  both  attended  the 
1981  competition. 

Further  supporting  the  390th  and  representing  the 
“Best  Communications  Team  in  Strategic  Air  Com- 
mand” and  the  “Best  Titan  Communications  Team” 
are  Sgt  Robert  M.  Smith  (also  a SSgt  selectee)  and 
SrA  Sabrina  Manzer.  These  two  competitors  from  the 
390th  Communications  Squadron  (AFCC)  were  selected 
from  a field  of  16  applicants  after  intense  testing  and 
personal  interviews  with  a board  of  communications 
experts. 

The  836  CSG  Security  Police  fire  team  is  out  to  return 
' from  the  missile  competition  this  year  as  “Top  Cops  in 
I SAC.”  Fire  team  leader  is  SSgt  Steven  R.  Davis;  M-60 
Machine  Gunner  is  Sgt  David  Cramer;  Assistant 
Machine  Gunner,  Sgt  Keith  H.  Hatchett;  and  Rifleman, 
SrA  David  Pritchett. 

Seasoned  veterans  in  the  Civil  Engineering  refrigera- 
tion field,  Mr.  Ben  Espinoza  and  Sgt  Larry  Hardeman, 
were  hand  picked  to  represent  the  836th  Civil  Engineer- 
ing Squadron  and  the  390  SMW.  Their  experience  and 
proven  ability  in  the  refrigeration  field  are  going 
to  be  hard  to  beat! 

With  such  a disciplined  and  professional  combination 
of  joint  command  teams  representing  Davis-Monthan 
AFB,  it’s  easy  to  see  that  they  soon  will  be  on  top.  Our 
1 competitors  may  not  be  Greeks  attacking  Troy  but  those 
other  eight  wings  best  beware  of  “roadrunners  bearing 
gifts.” 
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390th  SMW  Operations  Crew:  Capt  Brian  Rogers, 
MCCC;  1Lt  Jonathan  Anderson,  DMCCC;  TSgt 
James  Dunn,  BMAT;  and  SSgt  James  Paulus, 
BMFT. 


'90th  SMW  Communications  Team:  Sgt  Robert 
fmith,  team  chief;  and  SrA  Sabrina  Manzer, 
'jam  member. 


390th  SMW  Pneudraulics  Team:  SSgt  Everett 
Crowl,  team  chief;  and  Sgt  Jesus  Arieta,  team 
member. 


390th  SMW  ELAB  Team:  Sgt  Randy  McClamrock, 
team  member;  and  Sgt  Michael  Judd,  team  chief. 


308th  SMW  Operations  Crew:  Capt  Stephen  L. 
Szafarz,  MCCC;  1Lt  Patrick  L.  McNamara,  DMCCC; 
SSgt  Stephen  K.  Fortier,  MFT:  and  SSgt  Rodney 
L.  Holder,  MSAT. 


308th  SMW  Electronics  Maintenance  Team: 
Sgt  Anthony  W.  Gentile  and  SSgt  Michael  D. 
Pearce. 


Wings  in  Comp  . . . 

“This  will  not  be  a competition  but  a crusade  to  bring 
the  Blanchard  Trophy  to  Little  Rock,”  is  the  motto 
coined  by  Col  Ronald  J.  Bishop,  Jr,  308th  Strategic 
Missile  Wing  Commander. 

With  that  motto  in  mind,  competitors  from  opera- 
tions, maintenance,  communications,  security  police 
and  civil  engineering  team  have  intensified  their  train- 
ing efforts  to  meet  the  goal  of  winning  the  Blanchard, 
the  overall  trophy  for  Strategic  Air  Command's  Missile 
Combat  Competition. 

In  the  competition  last  year.  Little  Rock  competitors 
set  the  precedent  for  excellence  by  winning  top 
honors  such  as  Best  Titan  II  Missile  Wing,  Best  Missile 
Operations,  Best  Missile  Combat  Crew,  Best  Titan  II 
Facility  Maintenance  Team,  Best  Titan  11  Electronics 
Laboratory  Team  and  Best  Titan  II  Security  Police 
Team. 

“This  year  will  be  even  better,”  said  Colonel  Bishop, 
“because  1 1 of  our  26  competitors  are  repeaters  from 
last  year.  Experience  is  the  key  to  success  and  we  have 
the  key  with  our  '82  competitors.” 

The  combined  efforts  of  operations,  maintenance, 
communication,  security  police,  and  civil  engineering 
will  form  Little  Rock’s  “Team  of  Crusaders.” 

One  of  the  two  operations  crews  representing  Little 
Rock  is  Crew  S-099,  commanded  by  Capt  Donald  S. 
Jordan,  a repeat  commander  from  last  year;  ILt  Peter 
R.  Faber,  deputy  missile  combat  crew  commander; 
SSgt  Christopher  Sanders,  missile  systems  analyst 
technician;  and  MSgt  Leo  S.  Schrubb,  missile  facilities 
technician,  a veteran  of  missile  competition  in  1975, 
76,  77,  78  and  80. 

Heading  up  the  second  leg  of  the  operations  crews, 
and  by  no  means  second  best  will  be  crew  S-199,  com- 
manded by  Capt  Stephen  L.  Szafarz,  a veteran  of  missile 
competition  as  a deputy  combat  crew  commander;  with 
ILt  Patrick  (Tank)  McNamara,  the  deputy  combat 
crew  commander,  making  his  first  appearance  at  Van- 
denberg  AFB;  SSgt  Rodney  L.  Holder,  missile  systems 
analyst  technician,  also  a veteran  from  1980  and  81 
competitions;  and  SSgt  Stephen  K.  Fortier,  missile 


308th  SMW  Civil  Engineering  Team:  Dewey  P. 
Higgs,  and  MSgt  Douglas  B.  Baggett. 


308th  SMW  Munitions  Maintenance  Team:  SSgt 
Michael  J.  Alvin,  SSgt  David  G.  Johnston,  SSgt| 
Anthony  E.  Wall,  A1C  Charles  E.  Riggs,  and  A1C  > 
Cecil  J.  Overmyer.  I 


facilities  technician,  a repeat  performer  from  last 
year.  Veterans  from  last  year’s  competition  are  defending 
, their  awards  for  Best  Crew  in  SAC  and  Best  Titan  Crew. 

I Maintenance  teams  for  the  308th  will  provide  a variety 
I of  competitors  from  previous  missile  competitions. 

Defending  their  title  for  “The  Best  Titan  II  Munitions 
Team”  will  be  SSgt  David  G.  Johnston,  and  SSgt  Michael 
i J.  Alvin,  with  their  teammates  making  their  first 

appearance,  SSgt  Anthony  E.  Wall,  AlC  Robert  S. 
Harris  and  AlC  Charles  E.  Riggs. 

Competing  for  this  year’s  Best  Titan  II  Facility  Main- 
tenance Team  trophy  will  be  SSgt  Stephen  W.  Wilson 
and  SSgt  Michael  W.  Combs. 

' The  pneudraulics  maintenance  team  consists  of  SSgt 
William  M.  Judy  and  SSgt  Dale  W.  Gray.  Leading  the 
I electronics  laboratory  team  will  be  SSgt  Michael  D. 
j Pearce  assisted  by  part  of  last  year’s  “Best  Titan  II 
Electronic  Laboratory  Team”,  Sgt  Anthony  W.  Gentile. 

Representing  the  308th  for  security  police  will  be 
SSgt  Robert  Zuercher,  a veteran  performer  from  last 
year;  Sgt  Kesel  Barfield,  SrA  John  Thomson  and  AlC 
Scott  Lewis.  This  team  will  defend  their  title  for  “Best 
Titan  II  Security  Police”  and  vie  for  best  in  SAC. 

'■  The  308th  SMW  also  receives  support  from  two  non- 
I SAC  units  at  Little  Rock  AFB.  The  314th  Civil  Engineer- 
ing Squadron,  a Military  Airlift  Command  unit, 

[ provides  missile  engineering  experts  while  the  2151st 
I Communication  Squadron,  an  Air  Force  Communica- 
tion Service  unit,  provides  expertise  in  communication 
equipment  at  missile  complexes.  Former  competitors  and 
last  year’s  team  to  tie  for  first  place  in  overall  point 
standing  in  civil  engineering,  are  Dewey  P.  Higgs  and 
MSgt  Douglas  B.  Baggett.  The  communication  team 
consists  of  AlC  Robert  Faber  and  AlC  Jack  Schmidt. 

“The  competition  provides  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  us  to  improve  our  knowledge  and  sharpen  our  skills 
for  doing  our  jobs  better,”  said  Airman  Faber,  a re- 
peater from  missile  competition. 

According  to  Colonel  Bishop,  “During  our  crusade 
this  year  we  will  keep  sportsmanship  and  excellence  in 
mind  and  prove  that  the  308th  is  the  best  SAC  has  to 
offer.” 
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308th  SMW  Security  Police  Team:  Sgt  Kesel 
Barfield,  SrA  John  Thomson,  SSgt  Robert  Zuercher, 
A1 C Scott  Lewis. 


308th  SMW  Facility  Maintenance  Team:  SSgt 
Michael  W.  Combs,  and  SSgt  Stephen  W.  Wilson. 


308th  SMW  Communications  Team:  A1C  Jack 
Schmidt  and  A1C  Robert  Faber. 


308th  SMW  Pneudraulics  Maintenance  Team:  SrA 
David  W.  Brooks,  SSgt  William  M.  Judy,  SSgt  Dale 
W.  Gray. 


90th  SMW  Operations  Team:  Capt  George  R.  Olson, 
MCCC;  2Lt  Anthony  Capra,  DMCCC. 


Wings  in  Comp  . . . 

90th  SMW,  F E Warren.  A fierce  sense  of  independ- 
ence. personal  initiative  and  a rugged  persistence  to 
excellence  characterizes  the  Wyoming  cowboy.  Bred 
on  the  high  windswept  plains,  he  learned  to  make  the 
most  of  difficult  situations  and  thrived  on  the  challenges 
his  job  brought  him.  The  men  and  women  of  the  90th 
SMW  have  chosen  the  rodeo  cowboy,  the  state’s  symbol, 
as  their  own  for  this  year’s  missile  combat  competition. 
Their  resolve  runs  deep  like  their  team’s  symbol;  no 
challenge  is  too  great  to  see  them  eager  to  make  it  their 
own.  This  year  their  goal  is  the  Blanchard  Trophy,  the 
symbol  chosen  to  represent  their  pursuit  of  excellence. 
Knowing  a cowboy’s  persistence,  they’re  the  team  to 
watch. 

Heading  this  year’s  operation  crew  is  Capt  Shawn  W. 
McDole,  MCCC,  with  2Lt  Anthony  Capra,  DMCCC; 
Capt  George  R.  Olsen,  MCCC  and  2Lt  Jan  Thomas 
Kinner,  DMCCC.  Capt  Gray  L.  Beacham,  MCCC,  and 
ILt  Charles  E.  Stephens,  Jr.,  DMCCC  are  alternates. 
From  Civil  Engineering  are  SSgt  Michael  G.  Marschner, 
team  chief,  and  SrA  Harold  R.  Weigal,  team  member. 

The  men  and  women  who  support  the  weapons  system 
are  the  maintenance  contingent.  Representing  the  Missile 
Electrical  Team  are  Sgt  Fred  N.  Covington  HI,  team 
chief,  and  SrA  William  F.  Morrell,  team  member.  The 
Periodic  Maintenance  Team  consists  of  TSgt  Charles 
H.  Trimble,  team  chief,  with  team  members,  Sgt  John  S. 
Amberson,  SrA  Paul  D.  Busher,  AlC  Brent  K.  Barnes, 
and  AlC  Douglas  J.  Beck.  The  Reentry  System  Team 
has  SSgt  William  Hodgson  as  team  chief,  with  team 
members  SSgt  Richard  Hensley  and  Sgt  Mark  A.  James 
assisting  him.  The  Pneudraulics  Team  brings  team 
chief,  SSgt  Gary  W.  Gorny  and  AlC  Alexandria 
Boscarino,  team  member,  to  exhibit  their  technical 
expertise. 

The  men  who  represent  the  Security  Police  Team 
are  men  confident  of  their  ability.  Men  who  together 
with  the  personnel  of  their  unit  have  received  every  award 
and  accolade  possible  including  Best  Security  Police 
Group  in  the  entire  Air  Force.  They  are  Sgt  Steven  P. 
Murphy,  fire  team  leader,  Sgt  Steve  W.  Bilger,  Sgt 
Salvador  B.  Reza  and  SrA  Robert  L.  Shay.  Their  backup 
team  is  SSgt  Donald  E.  Tharp,  fire  team  leader,  with 
AlC  Hubert  E.  Sides,  AlC  Todd  O.  Miller,  and  AlC 
Bruce  F.  Richey. 

Responsible  for  communications  are  the  Radio  Main- 
tenance Team,  AlC  Kim  E.  Kogel,  team  chief  and 
Sgt  Deanna  M.  Hubbard,  team  member.  Alternates 
are  AlC  Kevin  S.  Moritz,  team  chief,  and  AlC  Paul  L. 
Page,  team  member.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
team  from  F.  E.  Warren  AFB  brings  expertise  un- 
parralleled  to  bear  in  the  competition  ahead;  many  have 
served  as  competitors  in  years  past.  All  that  remains  is  the 
chance  for  them  to  prove  it  and  soon  their  day  will  dawn. 

Also  in  the  competition  is  the  91st  SMW,  Minot 
AFB.  Unhappily  they  did  not  provide  information  on 
their  teams  for  this  issue  of  Combat  Crew. 


90th  SMW  Security  Police  Team:  Sgt  Stephen  P. 
Murphy,  team  leader;  Sgt  Steve  W.  Bilger,  Sgt 
Salvador  G.  Reza,  and  SrA  Robert  L.  Shay, 
team  members. 


90th  SMW  Radio  Maintenance  Team:  A1C  Kim  E. 
Kogel,  team  chief;  and  Sgt  Deanna  M.  Hubbard, 
team  member. 


COMBAT  CREW 


90th  SMW  Operations  Team:  MCCC 
Capt  Shawn  W.  McDole,  and  DMCCC 
2Lt  Jan  Thomas  Kinner. 


90th  SMW  Missile  Electrical  Team:  Sgt  Fred  N. 
Covington,  III,  team  chief;  and  SrA  William  F. 
Morrell,  team  member. 
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90th  SMW  Reentry  Systems  Team:  SSgt  William  A. 
Hodgson,  team  chief;  SSgt  Richard  Hensley 
and  Sgt  Mark  A.  James,  team  members. 


90th  SMW  Periodic  Maintenance  Team:  TSgt 
Charles  H.  Trimble,  team  chief;  Sgt  John  S. 
Amberson,  A1C  Brent  K.  Barnes;  SrA  Paul  D. 
Busher,  and  A1C  Douglas  J.  Beck,  team  members. 


Missile  Crew  Of  The  Month 


351st  SMW  Crew  E-153,  1 Lt  Edward  L.  Shaw,  Jr.,  MCCC,  and 
2Lt  Dan  H.  Reichel,  DMCCC,  is  SAC  Missile  Crew  of  the  Month. 
Crew  E-135  found  themselves  faced  with  the  following  potentially 
serious  situations.  Mike  LCC,  which  maintained  Oscar's  flight  re- 
sponsibilities as  well  as  their  own,  had  the  requirement  to  relin- 
quish control  of  both  flights  by  transferring  time  slots.  Normal 
checklist  actions  were  hampered  with  degraded  squadron  com- 
munications capability.  Crew  E-153  established  an  alternate  form 
of  squadron  communications  via  a telephone  patch.  Thus,  Mike 
and  Oscar's  time  slots  were  transferred,  leaving  only  three  of  five 


LCCs  controlling  the  squadron's  50  missiles.  Within  minutes,  one 
of  Oscar's  sorties  gave  critical  status  out  indications.  Crew  E-153 
reacted  immediately  by  processing  the  appropriate  emergency 
checklist  to  determine  whether  the  sortie  had  a hardware  problem 
or  possible  hostile  actions  were  taking  place.  It  was  quickly  de- 
termined that  hostile  actions  could  not  be  ruled  out,  whereupon 
the  crew  immediately  led  the  squadron  into  the  Inhibit  Anti-Jam 
mode  of  operation.  Once  this  new  level  of  security  was  introduced, 
the  sortie  returned  to  strategic  alert.  Crew  E-153  next  noted  the  re- 
quirement for  and  coordinated  an  Airborne  Launch  Control  Center 
holdoff  command.  While  continuing  to  relay  information  to  base 
agencies,  indications  of  three  exceptions  to  the  holdoff  command 
were  received.  The  crew  quickly  led  the  squadron  through  a series 
of  holdoff  commands  to  prevent  a violation  of  weapon  system 
safety  rules.  After  direction  from  wing  job  control,  the  Anti-Jam 
mode  was  exited.  No  sooner  was  the  exit  accomplished  than  the 
same  sortie  again  reported  status  out  indications,  whereupon  the 
Anti- Jam  mode  was  reentered.  Due  to  the  unusual  amount  of 
status  changes.  Crew  E-153  directed  the  crew  standing-by  topside 
at  Oscar  LCC  to  reenter  their  degraded  LCC  and  apply  power  to  the 
emergency  VRSA  unit,  thus  restoring  intrasquadron  communi- 
cations on  a temporary  basis.  Crew  E-153  then  requested  and  ob- 
tained permission  to  retain  the  squadron  in  the  Anti-Jam  mode  of 
operation.  This  highly  demanding  series  of  incidents  occurred 
simultaneously  with  extensive  maintenance  being  conducted  in 
the  LCCs  equipment  budding  and  within  the  flight  area.  Crew 
E - 1 53' s professional  handling  of  these  varied  situations  in  addition 
to  the  many  responsibilities  of  the  controlling  LCC  ensured  the 
squadron  maintained  combat  capability. 


Missile  Maintenance  Airman 


SSgt  Jeffrey  D.  Hid,  91st  SMW,  Minot  AFB,  is  S/AC  ICBM 
Maintenance  Airman  of  the  Month.  Sgt  Hid  is  assigned  to 
the  Team  Training  Branch  as  a Missile  Maintenance  Instructor 
Team  Chief.  His  superior  instructor  abilities,  management  tech- 
niques, and  supervisory  skills  have  been  a valuable  asset  to  the 
overall  missile  maintenance  effort.  During  a recent  Simulated 
Electronic  Launch  Minuteman  test,  Sgt  Hid  trained  many  of  those 
involved  in  the  test  and  accomplished  the  refurbishment  of  one  of 
the  test  launch  facilities  with  his  team.  Sgt  Hid  also  planned, 
organized  and  directed  a comprehensive  refurbishment  program  of 
the  Propulsion  System  Rocket  Engine  Trainer  and  Payload 
Transporter.  Sgt  Hid  recently  completed  a course  in  Advanced 
Diesel  Engine  Repair  and  is  enrolled  in  an  English  course  at  Minot 
State  College,  actively  pursuing  an  Associate  of  Arts  degree.  He 
demonstrates  an  outstanding  professional  attitude  that  has  con- 
tributed immeasurably  toward  the  accomplishment  of  the  91st 
mission. 


22 


COMBAT  CREW 


Safety  Man  Of  The  Month 


SSgt  Barry  D.  Peterson,  Minot  AFB,  is  SAC  Safety  Man  of  the 
Month.  Prior  to  a recent  Defense  Nuciear  Surety  inspection, 
Sgt  Peterson,  because  of  his  expertise  in  nuclear  safety,  was 
chosen  to  conduct  a comprehensive  seif-inspection  of  the  5 MMS 
in  preparation  for  the  inspection.  He  developed  an  inspection  plan 
and  carried  through  an  indepth  inspection  of  the  5 MMS  nuclear 
safety  program,  the  condition  and  nuclear  safety  suitability  of 
munitions  storage  and  maintenance  facilities  and  the  manage- 
ment of  keys  and  padlocks  for  nuclear  storage  structures.  He 
reviewed  nuclear  safety  lesson  plans  and  records  of  nuclear  train- 
ing and  arranged  additional  training  classes  for  all  personnel.  He 
personally  inspected  all  5 MMS  storage  and  maintenance  facilities 
and  insured  that  all  facilities  were  peaked  in  terms  of  genera! 
housekeeping  and  that  no  facility  deficiencies  existed  that  could 
impact  the  DNS!  rating.  His  efforts  directly  contributed  to  excellent 
ratings  in  the  areas  of  Management  and  Administration:  Safety, 
and  Storage  and  Maintenance  Facilities. 

Recently,  the  5th  BMW  was  tasked  to  conduct  live  munitions 
drops  to  define  the  munitions  configuration,  establish  B-52H  air- 
craft release  parameters,  and  conduct  a demonstration  of  the  B- 
52H  long  range  conventional  munitions  capability  in  operation 
Bright  Star.  In  support  of  this  effort,  the  5 MMS  received,  in- 
spected, warehoused,  assembled,  delivered  to  aircraft  and  loaded 
35 1 MK-82  500  pound  bombs  and  33  MK- 117  750-pound  bombs. 
These  munitions  were  totally  beyond  the  5 MMS  capability  for 
normal  storage  and  warehousing.  Sgt  Peterson  worked  constantly 
with  conventional  munitions  personnel  to  develop  safe  storage 
plans  which  included  rewarehousing  many  other  munitions.  Sgt 
Peterson's  accomplishments  and  day-to-day  efforts  are  a credit  to 
SAC  and  the  United  States  Air  Force. 


PROFESSIONAL 

PERFCMtMERS 


Flight  Maintenance  Airman 


SSgt  Shari  L.  Braden,  922dSS,  Hellenikon  AB,  is  SAC  Mainte- 
nance Airman  of  the  Month.  As  an  Avionics  Communication 
Specialist,  SSgt  Braden  demonstrated  job  knowledge,  adept  pro- 
ficiency, and  initiative.  Due  to  the  limited  supply  assets  available 
at  this  operating  location,  SSgt  Braden  is  a staunch  supporter  of 
quality  aircraft  maintenance  and  always  looks  for  a better  way, 
constantly  improving  shop  procedures  and  maintenance  tech- 
niques. She  has  completed  requirements  for  an  associate  degree 
of  applied  science  in  communication-navigation  technology.  She 
also  graduated  from  NC 0 Leadership  S chool  and  received  her  class 
top  A ward  of  Honor  Graduate  and  the  Communicative  Skills  award. 
Sgt  Braden  is  a superior  NCO  and  a valuable  asset  to  the  SAC 
maintenance  effort  and  the  United  States  Air  Force. 
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351st  SMW  Communications  Team:  A1C  David  C. 
Barnes  and  Sgt  Edward  J.  Gaffney. 


90th  SMW  Civii  Engineering  Team:  SSgt 
Michaei  G.  Marschner,  team  chief,  and  SrA  Harold 
R.  Weigal,  team  member. 
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TROPHY  WINNERS 

1967  351  SMW,  Whiteman  AFB 

1969  321  SMW,  Grand  Forks  AFB 

1970  44  SMW,  Ellsworth  AFB 

1971  351  SMW,  Whiteman  AFB 

1972  381  SMW,  McConnell  AFB 

1973  90  SMW,  F.  E.  Warren  AFB 

1974  321  SMW,  Grand  Forks  AFB 

1975  381  SMW,  McConnell  AFB 

1976  341  SMW,  Malmstrom  AFB 

1977  351  SMW,  Whiteman  AFB 

1978  91  SMW,  Minot  AFB 

1979  390  SMW,  Davis  Monthan  AFB 

1980  381  SMW,  McConnell  AFB 

1981  351  SMW,  Whiteman  AFB 

1982 
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